AD MONTEM                                    183

invited to taste   some  of X------ &  Co.'s   celebrated very

expensive  liqueur brandy.    ** Costs  Rs.------ a bottle, you

know!J3

In the meantime I was busy in considering and represent-
ing the requirements of the cotton trade. My office was
inundated with applications for the improvement in com-
munication by railway, road, post, and telegraph. And all
necessary measures in this respect were reported by me to
Government, and invariably received prompt attention, and
the Government more than once acknowledged that my
action had saved them from the continued complaints that
formerly poured in upon the Secretariat. Temple, under
whom I had served in the Central Provinces, and later in
Berar, had recently gone up yet a step higher, and had
been appointed Finance Minister under Lord Lawrence,
who, as mentioned, had succeeded Lord Elgin as Viceroy*
My constant representations that this scheme and the other
were necessary for the development of the trade, and that
such and such a grant was urgently required for the pur-
pose, made me well known to the Financial Department,
and in the autumn of 1868, when work was slack in the
districts, the Viceroy, to my delight, summoned me to
Simlah to explain personally one or two schemes that were
being pressed by me on the attention of Government. I
knew the Bombay hill-stations, thanks to the hospitality
of my most excellent friends, Sir Battle and Lady Frere.
But I had never seen the Himalayas or the great Governor-
General, for whom, as a member of the service, I could not
but have a profound admiration. After knocking about
during the whole of the hot weather on the railway-line
and adjacent districts, living in one's riding-breeches and
boots, the sudden change to a cool climate and civilisa-
tion was as a delightful dream. In those days a part of
the journey had to be made in the dak-gharry, and the last
fifty miles into. Simlah up and down hill was done on little
Mil-ponies posted,in relays.. Riding into Simlah in the
afternoon, I was much impressed by the delightful appear-